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II.

PARAMETERS AND GUIDELINES
Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983
Education Code Section 48260.5

Notification of Truancy

SUMMARY OF MANDATE

Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, added Education Code
Section 48260.5 which requires school districts, upon a
pupil's initial classification as a truant, to notify the
pupil's parent or guardian by first-class mail or other
reasonable means of (1) the pupil's truancy; (2) that the
parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of
the pupil at school; and (3) that parents or guardians who
fail to meet this obligation may be guilty of an infraction
and subject to prosecution pursuant to Article 6 (commencing
with section 48290) of Chapter 2 of Part 27.

Additionally, the district must inform parents and guardians
of (1) alternative educational programs available in the
district, and (2) the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the pupil's truancy.

A truancy occurs when a student is absent from school
without valid excuse more than three (3) days or is tardy in
excess of thirty (30) minutes on each of more than three (3)
days in one school year. (Definition from Education Code
Section 48260.)

A student shall be initially classified as truant upon the
fourth unexcused absence, and the school must at that time
perform the requirements mandated in Education Code
Section 48260.5 as enacted by Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983.

BOARD OF CONTROL DECISION

On November 29, 1984, the State Board of Control determined
that Education Code Section 48260.5, as added by
Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, constitutes a state mandated
program because it requires an increased level of service by
requiring specified notifications be sent to the parents or
guardians of pupils upon initial classification of truancy.



III. ELIGIBLE CLAIMANTS

IV.

The claimants are all school districts and county offices of
education of the state of California, except a community
college district, as defined by Government Code
Section 17519 (formerly Revenue and Taxation Code 2208.5),
that incur increased costs as a result of implementing the
program activities of Education Code Section 48260.5,
Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983.

PERIOD OF REIMBURSEMENT

Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, became effective July 28,
1983. Section 17557 of the Government Code provides that a
test claim must be submitted on or before December 31
following a given fiscal year to establish eligibility for
that fiscal year. The test claim for Education Code Section
48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, was initially filed
on August 25, 1984, therefore the reimbursable costs to the
school districts are all such permitted costs incurred on or
after July 28, 1983.

V. REIMBURSABLE COSTS

A. Scope of Mandate

The eligible claimant shall be reimbursed for only those
costs incurred for planning the notification process,
revising district procedures, the printing and distribution
of notification forms, and associated record keeping.

B. Reimbursable Activities

For each eligible school district the direct and indirect
costs of labor, supplies, and services incurred for the
following mandated program activities are reimbursable:

1. Planning and Preparation -- One-time

Planning the method of implementation, revising school
district policies, and designing and printing the forms.

2. Notification process -- On-going

Identifying the truant pupils to receive the notification,
preparing and distributing by mail or other method the forms
to parents/guardians, and associated recordkeeping.
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c. Uniform Cost Allowance

Pursuant to Government Code section 17557, the Commission on
State Mandates has adopted a uniform cost allowance for
reimbursement in lieu of payment of total actual costs
incurred. The uniform cost allowance is based on the number
of initial notifications of truancy distributed pursuant to
Education Code Section 48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of
1983.

For fiscal year 1992-93, the uniform cost allowance is
$10.21 per initial notification of truancy distributed. The
cost allowance shall be adjusted each subsequent year by the
Implicit Price Deflator.

D. Unique Costs

School districts incurring unique costs within the scope of
the reimbursable mandated activities may submit a request to
amend the parameters and guidelines to the Commission for
the unique costs to be approved for reimbursement, Pursuant
to Section 1185.3, Title 2, California Code of Regulations,
such requests must be made by November 30 immediately
following the fiscal year of the reimbursement claim in
which reimbursement for the costs is requested.

VI. CLAIM PREPARATION

Each claim for reimbursement pursuant to Education Code
Section 48260.5, Chapter 498, Statutes of 1983, must be
timely filed and provide documentation in support of the
reimbursement claimed for this mandated program.

A. Uniform Cost Allowance Reimbursement

Report the number of initial notifications of truancy
distributed during the year. Do not include in that count
the number of notifications or other contacts which may
result from the initial notification to the parent or
guardian.

B. Recognized Unique Costs

As of fiscal year 1992-93, the Commission has not identified
any circumstances which would cause a school district to
incur additional costs to implement this mandate which have
not already been incorporated in the uniform cost allowance.

If and when the Commission recognizes any unique
circumstances which can cause the school district to incur
additional reasonable costs to implement this mandated
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program, these unique implementation costs will be
reimbursed for specified fiscal years in addition to the
uniform cost allowance.

School districts which incur these recognized unique costs
will be required to support those actual costs in the
following manner:

1. Narrative Statement of Unique Costs Incurred

Provide a detailed written explanation of the costs
associated with the unique circumstances recognized by the
Commission.

2. Employee Salaries and Benefits

Identify the employee(s) and their job classification,
describe the mandated functions performed, and specify the
actual number of hours devoted to each function, the
productive hourly rate, and the related benefits. The staff
time claimed must be supported by source documentation, such
as time reports, however, the average number of hours
devoted to each function may be claimed if supported by a
documented time study.

3. Services and Supplies

Only expenditures which can be identified as a direct cost
as a result of the mandated program can be claimed. List
cost of materials which have been consumed or expended
specifically for the purposes of this mandated program.

4. Allowable Overhead Costs

School districts must use the J-380 (or subsequent
replacement) non-restrictive indirect cost rate
provisionally approved by the California Department of
Education. County offices of education must use the J-73A
(or subsequent replacement) non-restrictive indirect cost
rate provisionally approved by the State Department of
Education.

VII. SUPPORTING DATA

For auditing purposes, documents must be kept on file for a
period of 3 years from the date of final payment by the
State Controller, unless otherwise specified by statute and
be made available at the request of the State Controller or
his agent.
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A. Uniform Allowance Reimbursement

Documentation which indicates the total number of initial
notifications of truancy distributed.

B. Reimbursement of Unique Costs

In addition to maintaining the same documentation as
required for uniform cost allowance reimbursement, all costs
claimed must be traceable to source documents and/or
worksheets that show evidence of the validity of such costs.

VII. OFFSETTING SAVINGS AND OTHER REIMBURSEMENT

Any offsetting savings the claimants experience as a direct
result of this statute must be deducted from the uniform
cost allowance and actual cost reimbursement for unique
circumstances claimed. In addition, reimbursement for this
mandated program received from any source, e.g., federal,
state, etc., shall be identified and deducted from this
claim.

VIII. REOUIRED CERTIFICATION

An authorized representative of the claimant will be
required to provide a certification of claim, as specified
in the State Controller% claiming instructions, for those
costs mandated by the state contained herein.


